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memorial Tribute to Bill fateley, former editor-in- 
    chief of applied spectroscopy and SAS FRIEND
                            It is with a tremendous sense of sadness and loss that I tell you that Professor William 

G. Fateley passed away on July 30, 2009. For more than half a century, Bill has been 
a pillar of the vibrational spectroscopic community, and we will deeply miss him. The 
sense of loss is, however, tempered by a wealth of memories. 

Bill’s contributions spanned a wide landscape covering applications of infrared and Ra-
man to problems ranging from fundamental physical chemistry, to biology, to materials 
science, to instrument development. His career in science started at Franklin College 
with an undergraduate degree in 1951 followed by graduate work at Kansas State Uni-
versity, culminating in a Ph.D. in Chemistry in 1955. He then did post-doctoral stints with 
Professor Ellis Lippincott at the University of Maryland and Professor Bryce Crawford at 
the University of Minnesota. However, Bill often claimed to have dabbled in alchemy as 
a young boy. His stories of almost getting gold from lead were always met with skepti-
cism with just a tiny sliver of “could he????”. After his post-docs he started work at Dow 
Chemical in 1957, working in the vibrational spectroscopy lab, where he quickly discov-
ered that no manager could possibly deal with his sense of humor. “I’m lying 90% of the 
time, but which 90%?” he would often say. 
  

So with an abundance of optimism he headed off to academia at the Mellon Institute in 1960 where he held 
both research and administrative positions and held both faculty and administrative positions at Carnegie-
Mellon University when Carnegie Institute of Technology and the Mellon Institute merged to become a single 
entity. In 1972 he moved to Kansas State University as Professor and Head of the Chemistry Department from 
1972 to 1979, Professor of Chemistry from 1972 to 1989, and University Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 
from 1989 to 1997 and emeritus status from 1997 to 2009. There he quickly became recognized for a vibrant 
and innovative research program. One interesting indication of his stature in Manhattan was a wooden sculp-
ture of an Indian at an athletic facility. This Indian has a facial caricature with a very accurate resemblance to 
Bill.

In his 60-year career as a spectroscopist, Bill made significant 
contributions through more than 150 publications and too many 
presentations to count. These contributions were recognized 
by a multitude of awards, both national and international. 
These included the SSP Award, the Hasler Award, the Meg-
gers Award, and the Coblentz Award. He also received Distin-
guished Alumni Awards from both Franklin College and Kansas 
State University, the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Society for Applied Spectroscopy, and Honorary Membership in 
the Society for Applied Spectroscopy and the Coblentz Society.

Obituary prepared by D. Bruce Chase for Applied Spec-
troscopy, 2009, 63 (10), 
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