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August 26, 2013 
 
To:   SAS Governing Board 
 
From:  David S Trimble, Ph.D. 
 
Subject:  Chemical Heritage Foundation 
 SAS Delegate Report 
 
 
Change of CHF Leadership: 

Dr. Carsten Reinhardt, from Universität Bielefeld in Germany, has accepted the position of President 
and CEO of the Foundation.  He brings a wealth of experience and passion – please see Attachment 
One for the formal announcement. 

The Spring Heritage Council Meeting: 

Outgoing President Tom Tritton addressed the council, going into some detail regarding 1) what 
communities do we serve, and 2) who is our audience. 
 
It makes some sense that we view our audience in two parts – the first being the general public. I 
have mentioned the 1st Fridays Program where the CHF opens the first Friday of each month with 
special programming to attract families, tourists, and the curious local public to (hopefully) entertaining 
and engaging interactive exhibits and demonstrations.  Science on Tap is an interactive 
speaking/presentation program held at one the better known Old Town brew houses.  There are also 
lecture series open to the public, science fair involvements in many local school districts, the CHF 
Magazine, and the CHF Podcast. 
 
Then of course we serve the scientific public.  This includes the member affiliate organizations like the 
SAS.  Heritage Day held every spring is the highlight of the technical awards program.  The toughest 
nut to crack is the scholarly audience – the CHF is commonly viewed as too “popular” and falling short 
in “hard boiled” science.  This is a shame given the scholarship and research sponsored through the 
CHF that includes the Beckman Institute, the Oral Histories program, and several funded CHF staff 
scholars 
 
This naturally led to a roundtable discussion of how do we reach our audience, general and 
technical? 
 
Relationships between broader communities, Affiliate Organizations, and the CHF: 
 
There is unanimous agreement that the broader membership of each member affiliate (such as the 
Society for Applied Spectroscopy) has little idea what the CHF is about, what projects both scholarly 
and exhibits oriented are under way, and what information is only a click (or two) away on the CHF 
web site.  In other words, CHF is a fantastic organization with wonderful assets (book and art 
collections, scholarly resources, permanent and rotation exhibit spaces), and is a generally 
well kept secret! 
 
It was generally agreed that The Chemical Heritage Magazine is the single best vehicle for 
communicating the activities of the society – and every effort should be made to widen its distribution.  
Does the SAS Board know that (a limited number, I think 50) free copies are available to each affiliate 
organization? I suggest that the National Office, the Board, and each local section receive some of 
our allotment!  Perhaps Bonnie can receive a bulk shipment and distribute as we see fit? 



August 26, 2013    Page 2 of 3 
 

 
This discussion continued for most of the afternoon, and much of the intended agenda was skipped 
because of the energy and value of said discussion.  Some highlights: 
 

 In the recent decade the ONLY categories for which the U.S. has a positive trade balance 
were chemicals and airplanes.  We just lost chemicals in April of this year. 

 
 We should place a higher priority on recording/preserving the histories of important chemical 

businesses….  Many no longer exist whether due to mergers/acquisitions, business failures 
following safety and/or environmental issues, or changes in the global economy. 
 

 Other entities that are similarly engaged in the history of science should be considered for 
affiliate status – The Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry, The History of Science 
Society, The Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of Science, The British Society 
for the History of Science and perhaps others.  

 
 
Planned Meetings of the Heritage Council: 
 
The next meeting of the Heritage Council will be held on Thursday, October 10, 2013.  I have 
already received permission from my manager to attend! 
 
Greater detail can be found in the formal minutes, included as Attachment Two.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Dave Trimble
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Attachment 2:  Minutes of the Most Recent Heritage Council Meeting: 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Twenty-Eighth Heritage Council Meeting 
Held at Chemical Heritage Foundation in Philadelphia on 

 
April 4, 2013 

 

These notes summarize the discussions, decisions, and action items made during the twenty-eighth 
Heritage Council meeting on April 4, 2013 and were prepared by Bob Kenworthy of CHF.  The meeting 
was held from 10:30 am – 5:30 pm as part of the combined Spring Governance Meeting and Heritage Day 
events.   
 

MEETING ATTENDEES: 
Affiliate Representatives/Members-at-Large/Observers: 

 
Gary D. Anderson – Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity 
Thomas Archibald - AIChE 
Kathryn R. Bullock – Electrochemical Society 
Mark Cesa – International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) 
Edward W. Cook – Chemists’ Club 
Stuart Churchill – Member-at-Large 
Marc D. Donohue – Council for Chemical Research 
Roger A. Egolf – Division of the History of Chemistry of the American Chemical Society (HIST) 
Ernest R. Gilmont – Société de Chimie Industrielle 
Michael A. Grayson – Vice-chair, American Society for Mass Spectrometry 
W. Richard Howe – Member-at-Large 
David M. Manuta – American Institute of Chemists (AIC) 
Gary D. Patterson – Member-at-Large  
Joseph F. Pilaro – Member-at-Large 
Jeffrey I. Seeman, Chair – Member-at-Large 
John B. Sharkey – American Chemical Society (ACS) 
T. Kevin Swift – American Chemistry Council 
Barry L. Tarmy – American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) 
David Trimble – Society for Applied Spectroscopy 
 

Guests 
Robert Anderson – Board of Directors, John Chen – Board of Directors, Sheldon Thompson – Former Board 
of Directors, Matt Savelli – CHF Fellow, Adelheid Voskuhl – CHF Fellow. 
 

Chemical Heritage Foundation Staff: 
Thomas Tritton, Carin Berkowitz, Ron Brashear, Kevin Cavanaugh, Shelley Geehr, Sarah Reisert, Jody 
Roberts, and Bob Kenworthy. 
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Twenty‐Eighth Meeting of the Heritage Council 
of the Chemical Heritage Foundation 

April 4, 2013 
Agenda 

 
The specific purpose of the day is to provide an opportunity for CHF staff and Heritage Council members to exchange ideas and insights regarding matters of 
strategic importance to CHF, the affiliates, and a number of broader communities.  Additionally, this meeting will provide an opportunity to identify and 
describe these broader communities of interest. 
 
10:30 a.m.    Welcome 

Approval of October 2012 Meeting Minutes 
10:35 a.m.    Chair’s Review of HC’s past, current and future meeting agenda 
10:45 a.m.    Round Table Introduction and General Reports         

Bolton Society 
Joseph Priestley Society 
Instrument and Artifacts Committee 
Membership Committee 
Nominating Committee  

11:00 a.m.    A Message from the President (Tom Tritton) 
Outcome:  The proposed theme of these remarks would be the identification of communities served and to be served 
by CHF.   

1120 a.m.    Plenary session:  Programmatic Relationships Between Affiliates and CHF.  
Outcome:  HC members will have the opportunity to engage CHF staff members regarding their perspective on how 
CHF can work with their organization to accomplish better understanding by and outreach to their members. Emphasis 
will be placed on CHF’s unique role and the Affiliates’ most pressing issues. 

 
12:00 noon    Lunch 
 
1:30 p.m.    Meet a CHF staffer:  Kevin Cavanaugh, Vice President of Finance and Administration/CFO   

Outcome:  Affiliates will learn who Kevin Cavanaugh is, what his job entails, and what he feels are his and CHF’s highest 
priorities. 

1:50p.m.    Plenary session:  Programmatic Relationships Among Broader Communities, Affiliates, and CHF. 
Outcome:  HC members will have the opportunity to engage CHF staff members regarding their perspective on how 
CHF can work with their organization to meet the needs of broader communities of importance.  Emphasis will be 
placed on CHF’s unique role and the community’s most pressing issues. 

2:30 p.m.  Workshop Sessions: In‐depth discussions of HC members with representatives of CHF’s major programs (Collections, BCHOC, CCHP, 
and the REI).   

Outcome:  Affiliates and CHF leaders of these programs will review how each program contributes to CHF’s mission and 
the Affiliates’ needs. 

3:10 p.m.    Workshop Session reports to the entire HC. 
3:30 p.m.    Break 
3:45  p.m.    Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry scholar presentation: 

Adelheid Voskuhl 
4:15 p.m.    Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry scholar presentation: 
        Mat Savelli 

Outcome:  Affiliates will have met a number of CHF’s current Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry scholars.  
Affiliates will have an understanding of the scholarship and value of the Beckman Center program.   

4:45 p.m.    Other Business, Meeting Review, Plan for the fall 2013 HC Meeting, and Adjournment 

 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 

Chair, Jeffrey Seeman, welcomed all to the meeting and asked the members present to introduce 
themselves.  Following those introductions, Jeff outlined the meeting objectives and the rationale for 
organizing this meeting in the way it is.   
 

Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from the October 11, 2012 meeting were approved unanimously.  
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General Reports 
 Bolton Society 
Gary Patterson reported on the Bolton Society meeting from earlier in the day.  He reported that the 
Collectors Showcase included an extensive presentation by Ron Smeltzer on the illustrator E. Wormser. 
Other important things of interest to the Heritage Council include: 
 
1.) Oral Histories:  Herb Pratt’s Oral history is now at CHF.  David Stockman’s OH will be finalized soon.  
The next oral history subject will be Arnold Thackray who has been asked and has accepted.   
2.)  The Bolton symposia at the ACS Indianapolis meeting will consist of: 

a.) What’s your number: A Centennial Remembrance of H.G.J. Moseley, organized by Gary 
Patterson, and 

b.) Historical beginnings of mass spectrometry, joint with American Society for Mass 
Spectronomy, Mike Grayson and Gary Patterson, organizers. 

3.) Other happenings of importance to CHF: 
a.) The Grollier Club exhibit on 32 women in Science: Sept. 18-Nov. 23, 2013, curated by Ronald 

Smeltzer. 
b.) Joint Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry/Bolton Society meeting in London 

November 9,11,12, 2013.  Monday at Cambridge and Tuesday in Oxford. Robert Anderson 
and Gary Patterson organizers. 

 
Joseph Priestley Society 
Bob Kenworthy gave the Joseph Priestley Society report (also provided in writing in the pre-meeting 
material) in the absence of David Alcorn and Wayne Tamarelli.  Bob noted the program schedule for the 
rest of 2013 and the spring of 2014.  He encouraged any who could, to attend JPS luncheons. 
Instrument and Artifact Committee (HCIAC) 
Mike Grayson reported on the meeting of the HCIAC earlier in the day.  He noted the high level of activity 
at PITTCON in Philadelphia earlier this year.  Several CHF instruments were displayed and the 
coordination between CHF and PITTCON was high.  There was a high amount of visitation to both the 
convention center exhibit and to the CHF museum. 
Mike also reported on using the MonkeyBook in the CHF museum to feature instrumentation manuals and 
supplementary information and on the development of a Toursphere App (not yet ready to launch) for 
use on iPads and iPhones.  Further, he noted that the HCIAC held a lively discussion of possible areas on 
which to focus collecting efforts in terms of instrumentation and artifacts.   
 
Nominating Committee  
There was no report from the Nominating Committee 
 
Membership Committee 
There was no report from the Nominating Committee 

Specific Reports 
 

I. President’s Report (Tom Tritton) 
Tom Tritton addressed the Heritage Council on the subject of how communities are served by 
CHF.  Tom identified two communities served as 1.) the scholarly community and 2.)  the general 
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public.  He outlined all the elements of programming which are directed to the scholarly and 
research community 
 
He then broke down the general public into two parts differentiated as the technical public and 
the general public.  In the area of general audiences, he presented the programmatic elements of 
First Fridays, Science on Tap, the Museum programming, lectures and films, as well as CHF 
involvement in the Philadelphia Science Festival. 
 
For the technical community, Tom outlined the Innovation Day, the Awards Program, and noted 
the position of the Heritage Council as access to the technical communities represented by the 
affiliate organizations.  He then opened the floor to questions and comments.   
 
There ensued an interchange of comments about the future of CHF as it relates to program 
decisions, financial condition, and overall direction of CHF.   

  
II. Plenary session:  Programmatic Relationships Between Affiliates and CHF.  

 
The discussion of this session primarily and spontaneously revolved around the distribution of 
Chemical Heritage magazine as a tool for increasing awareness of CHF among the members of 
affiliate organizations and the principles and practices of archiving.  With respect to magazine 
distribution, it was generally agreed that Chemical Heritage is a strong asset of CHF and should 
be given the broadest possible distribution.  It was pointed out that one of the benefits of 
affiliation with CHF is the free subscription to Chemical Heritage for officers of the affiliate 
organization.  It was further noted that the requests for donation included in each issue should be 
continued. 
 
On the matter of archiving, John Sharkey commented on how much he had learned from CHF on 
what to archive and how to archive it during his tenure as archivist for the New York Section of 
ACS and now as archivist for HIST.  Ron Brashear pointed out that CHF will provide guidance and 
advice to affiliates who are trying to archive their history.  When asked if the Heritage Council 
could receive a practicum on archiving, Ron responded that he and his staff would be happy to do 
that.  Further, every Heritage Council member present responded that at the time of a future 
Heritage Council meeting, they would be willing to come to Philadelphia a day early for a tutorial 
or practicum on archiving.  Ron Brashier was supportive of that possibility. 
 
There was additional questioning about the funding of archiving activities at CHF such as for the 
IUPAC archive and the Dow Chemical Company archive.  Ron Brashear responded that the Othmer 
endowment pays for most of these activities and that his organization is currently reviewing how 
best to fund additional archiving activities.  Additional requests for archiving will be better 
received if accompanied with money to fund the activity.  Ron Brashear concluded by pointing out 
that his current staff is mostly consumed in responsive work today rather than in designing and 
creating desired archives.  

 
III. Meet a CHF staffer:  Kevin Cavanaugh, Vice President of Finance and  

Administration/CFO   
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Immediately following lunch, Kevin Cavanaugh joined the meeting and gave the Heritage Council 
a presentation of his professional background.  He talked about both his industrial and his not-
for-profit experiences as well as some insight as to what he perceives are his objectives as CHF’s 
CFO. 

 
IV. Plenary session:  Programmatic Relationships Among Broader Communities, Affiliates, and CHF.  

 
This afternoon plenary session picked up where the morning session left off with the discussion 
ranging broadly among topics.  The question was raised about advocacy for history within an 
affiliate’s organization and how history is being brought to that organization.  Further, the 
question of what makes a Heritage Council representative a better advocate within their 
organization was raised.   
 
Each member of the Heritage Council, in turn, then told a personal story about his or her 
connection to CHF and what was important about that connection.  Out of this exercise came the 
following ideas for progress in advancing the work and mission of CHF and its affiliates: 
 

 Strong consideration should be given to adding affiliates who are engaged in the history of 
science as CHF is.  Those that should be considered are The Society for the History of 
Alchemy and Chemistry (SHAC), The History of Science Society (HSS), The British Society for 
the History of Science (BSHS), The Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of 
Science (CSHPS) and perhaps others. 

 Closer coordination of awards and fellowship between the ACS and CHF should be 
considered. 

 Public perception of words matters and consideration should be given to presenting the 
history of chemicals (not chemistry) to the betterment of society. 

 Government funded projects are desirable to several affiliates as well as CHF.  The Council 
for Chemical Research (Marc Donohue), the American Chemistry Council (Kevin Swift) and 
CHF (Jody Roberts) will form a small consortium for proposing projects that excite 
government funders. 

 IUPAC gets projects that need chemical history and, therefore, have a natural link with CHF 
for conducting them. 

 The question of: “Will CHF consider using people who are not on staff to do CHF work?” 
was raised and the answer was, “Yes”. 

 It was suggested that CHF do more in the area of industrial or corporate histories.  The 
book Science & Corporate Strategy: DuPont R&D 1902-1980 by David A. Hounshell and 
John Kenly Smith, Jr. was given as an example.  

 Along the same lines, it was suggested that studying the involvement of the financial 
industry [Banks, Investment Firms, Stock Analysts, etc] in the chemical industry might be 
fruitful.  

 It was suggested that, in order to enhance CHF’s reputation, those who do significant 
studies at CHF be required to post on the web at least an essay on the subject of their 
studies. 
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V. Workshop Session and Report 
 

The designed workshop session did not occur due to the interactive nature of the plenaries, the 
size of the group, and time constraints. 

 
VI. Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry (BCHOC) scholar presentations 

 
In response to the Heritage Council member’s expressed desire to continue to hear presentation 
from BCHOC scholars, two scholars presented their research in this meeting to the Heritage 
Council members.  First, Adelheid Voskuhl presented “Engineers’ class struggle and the question 
of “technology” in German and American High Industrialism.”  Then Matt Savelli presented 
“Advertising Psychopharmaceuticals 1953-2013: Evolution, Questions, and Controversies.”  Both 
presentations were followed by spirited questioning and discussion. 

 
VII. Meeting Review, Other Business, Plan for the Fall 2013 HC Meeting and Adjournment 

 
Due to time constraints, this section of the meeting was condensed into a brief statement that the 
meeting was valuable and that there was no other business to consider. 

 
 
Planned Dates for Future Heritage Council meetings are: 

1. Thursday, October 10, 2013 
2. Thursday, April 3, 2014 
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Heritage Council of the Chemical Heritage Foundation 

Mission Statement 
 

The Heritage Council represents the broad community drawn from chemistry, chemical engineering and 
molecular sciences interested in chemical heritage.  The Council: 
 

 Supports and counsels the Chemical Heritage Foundation on its mission and ways to accomplish it;  
 

 Provides and enhances communication and collaboration between CHF and its Affiliated 
Organizations; 

 

 Encourages and coordinates volunteer activities to augment CHF staff in carrying out the work of CHF; 
and 

 

 Provides networking opportunities and discussion forums for key individuals in academe, government, 
and industry who are interested in the history, progress and future of the chemical and molecular 
sciences and related technologies. 

 
Adopted: 3 April 2008 

 

 


