
Membership Coordinator’s Report for SciX 2013

SciX 2013

Our 4th Annual SAS Day event is scheduled from 12-4 PM on Sunday September 29th

and will include a tour of Pabst Brewery and barbeque lunch.  This schedule will provide us with
ample time to return to the hotel and prepare for the SAS poster session that evening.  

LinkedIn

We currently have 590 members in our LinkedIn group, an increase of 33 members since
Pittcon 2013 and continue to grow at a steady rate.  There has also been an increase in the level
of activity and discussions on the site.  See images below.  Gloria Story has served as an
excellent manager for our group.  Linked In seems to be one of the most important ways that our
members are interacting on-line one of the discussions at our membership meeting will be to
think about ways we can use it to encourage more interaction among members.

Current Membership Information
I asked Bonnie to send me some information about our current membership, which stands

as of August at 1841 members total and is overwhelmingly composed of individuals in the
regular (64.3%) and student (21.1%) categories.  No other category is larger than 5.5% (retired). 
Our membership also continues to both be dominated by individuals from North America and
Europe, while including small members from a large number of countries.  See table below.
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North America 76.2%

Europe 15.2%

Asia 5.9%

South America 0.9%

Australia/NZ 0.9%

Middle East 0.8%

Africa 0.2%

I also examined the representation of members in various local sections, technical sections, and
student chapters.  The likelihood of a local section being active is strongly dependent on the
number of members in it.  This may provide useful information in determining the membership
requirements to for local sections.  

However, this trend is not true for technical sections, where there is little that is predictive of
their level of activity.  Only three of the 13 technical sections are active: Coblentz (351), CNIRS
(76), and Process (33).  Many of our large technical sections including atomic (179),
chemometrics (109)  and imaging (96) are not active at all.  One hypothesis is that these other
subfields are organized through different means.  

All together, 1126 members have chosen technical sections and 631 have chosen local
sections.  Overall, this means that 959 or 52.0% of our  members are in active



local/student/technical sections, while 882 or 48.0% of our members are in
local/student/technical sections which are not active.  I think it is concerning that almost half of
our members are affiliated with sections which are not currently active and that this provides
with an opportunity to see how we can rethink how these sections can work better for our
membership.  

Finally, I think it would be very useful for the Society to consider a survey of our
membership which focuses on what they see the benefits of membership to be and in what ways
we could better work to engage them.  The last survey results that Bonnie sent me are from 2007,
but really focus on information necessary to promote advertising in the journal and not on
membership satisfaction.  This is a topic I plan on further discussing with the membership
committee during our meeting during SciX.

Respectfully submitted, 
Karla McCain


