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President’s Report to SAS Executive Committee 

SciX 

Milwaukee, WI September 28 2013 

 

August 27 2013, Katherine A. Bakeev 

Serving as President of the SAS has been a busy role with many activities undertaken in an 

effort to improve our operational efficiencies and continue to promote the goals of the Society: 

serving our members in providing information and education relating to spectroscopy. The 

Executive Committee has met several times via teleconference to review business. I am grateful 

to the Society office staff and all the elected and appointed officers and volunteers for all their 

dedication to the Society. 

I would like to thank Mary Anne Orhloff for her work as our web liaison and database manager, 

a post from which she resigned effective May 1. We are grateful for her efforts and glad that 

she continues to work as the SAS bookkeeper. In this capacity she continues to provide monthly 

financial updates to the EC, and assistance to our office for the SAS audits. 

In late 2012 an ad hoc committee to review the SAS website was created by then President 

Mary Kate Donais, following concerns from many members over our expenditures on the 

website, and the length of time the development has been taking. The committee’s report was 

presented at the Executive Committee meeting held in conjunction with Pittcon in Philadelphia.  

Thanks to the committee’s work improvements in the security of the website have been made. 

The overall website has not progressed much in this year, as much of the development work 

has been on back-end office capabilities making our website very customized to cover all 

aspects of office accounting as well as membership.  Numerous website goals set in 2011 have 

not yet been met necessitating more proactive approach to the SAS website design and 

management. Some of the very good items planned for completion by 2013 include:  

- Migrating the subscriber database for a Microsoft Access database to a cloud-based 

database on the website 

- establishment of a schedule to increase home page and feature page information 

turnover to at least monthly 

- creation of a “Tour Speaker Highlights” page 

- addition of a “Featured Member of the Month” page  

- addition of a restricted access content area to facilitate information sharing within and 

among committees 

- addition of a “What’s Hot? - Upcoming Scientific Challenges or Opportunities” 

- creation of an online store offering spectroscopist spirit 

merchandise 

- conversion of the newsletter pages from isolated items into a searchable database 
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Proposals on cost-effective options for the SAS website with off the shelf solutions are under 

study, as are alternative groups who can do the custom programming that the current website 

is based on (in Django). As the SAS website is a key communication tool and information source 

for our members, it is important that this continue to develop to meet our continuing needs. It 

has been a costly development and has caused the SAS to operate in deficit budget overruns for 

a few years. Though spending for the future with our cash reserves has always been approved 

by the Governing Board, it has also raised concerns, and therefore steps are being taken to try 

to contain our website costs. In May Francis Esmonde-White, chair of the ad hoc committee, 

was appointed interim Web Site editor. 

 

Mary Kate’s leadership has also continued in working with the Coblentz Society and OSA to 

update and finalize our agreement with them for the Lippincott Award, and the management of 

the endowment of this award. The agreement to have OSA administer the Lippincott Award 

and manage the funds has now been signed.  

The SAS national meeting is SciX, and is the place where we sponsor student poster awards, and 

hold our annual Governing Board meeting, member reception, and also members-only event. 

We are proud to be able to sponsor numerous sessions at this year’s conference, in addition to 

the funding provided for early career scientists. SAS is also providing support for a session on 

Women in Science, chemometrics sessions, and LIBS sessions. There will also be a session 

around one of the Focal Point articles published in Applied Spectroscopy this year. This session 

will feature the author of the March focal point  "Bioanalysis and Bioimaging with Quantum 

Dots”. SAS must continue to engage and show leadership in the technical organization of our 

National meeting, as well as in our Society business meeting, and in our social and networking 

events. 

Our journal has been at the University of British Columbia, home of our Editor in Chief 

Professor Michael Blades, for over a year now. The staff has been increased to have Joanne 

Jablowski as full-time Editorial Assistant. The journal continues to thrive, and we look forward 

to initiatives they are proposing on open access options for our authors, keeping pace with 

current trends in scientific publishing. 

Though my term as president continues to the end of 2013, I would like to take this time to 

thank all those who have served on the executive committee, especially those for whom this is 

their in person EC meeting. This includes Paul Bourrasa who has served as our treasurer for 6 

years, and has been an active and avid supporter of SAS over his many years of membership. 

Thanks to Mary Kate Donais who will be finishing her term as past president in December, and 

has worked tirelessly on numerous initiatives during her years including creation of the ad hoc 

Web committee, and the transitioning of the Lippincott Awards fund management to OSA, 

which with the Coblentz Society is a co-sponsor of this award.  

Thanks also to Dave Butcher who has brought us without fail a monthly newsletter over the 

past 6 years.  Thanks to David Heaps for his great work as chair of the Regional, Technical and 

Student Sections in getting interest in SAS sections in other parts of the world, and helping the 
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UK section get launched. Under his leadership there has also been an increase in student 

sections. 

Thanks to everyone who is working so hard for the SAS. It has been my pleasure and honor to 

serve the Society as president these eight months, and I look forward to continuing in this 

capacity through the end of 2013.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Katherine A. Bakeev 


