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In the first half of 2013, the Awards Committee administered two awards.  In June, we agreed on 

recommendations for recipients of the 2013 SAS Graduate Student Award.  The decision process was 

the following.  First, each member of the committee independently evaluated the nominations and 

generated a top 6 list of candidates.  Our primary criteria were publications, strength of 

recommendation(s), and presentation record.  We also considered evidence of leadership, likelihood of 

future success and contribution to the Society, and time spent in the graduate career.  Each list 

contained essentially the same names, although our rankings differed.  We thus held a teleconference to 

resolve the differences.  Our discussion was spirited, as there are many deserving candidates, but 

eventually two candidates distinguished themselves from the rest.

We are pleased to recommend Marie Richard-Lacroix (Universite de Montreal: advisor, Christian 

Pellerin) and Andrew J. Schwartz (University of Indiana: advisor, Gary Hieftje) to receive the 2013 SAS 

Graduate Student Award.  Both Richard-Lacroix and Schwartz have demonstrated exceptional 

productivity, evidenced by multiple first-author papers in excellent journals while still being at the mid-

point of their graduate careers, and have established themselves as advancing their respective fields 

(polarized Raman spectroscopy and atomic emission spectroscopy, respectively).  They have also 

assumed leadership positions within their groups, mentoring older students, postdocs, and visiting 

scientists, in addition to newer members.  Both are highly regarded and considered by other faculty to 

be valuable members of their departments.  While these qualities could be ascribed to other candidates 

for the awards, these were in greater abundance for both Richard-Lacroix and Schwartz, and achieved 

more quickly.

We would also like to note that Meirong Dong (U. California/LBNL: advisor, Richard Russo) merited 

serious consideration and is worthy of an honorable mention.

In August, we agreed on recommendations for the recipients of the Undergraduate Travel Grant 

Awards.  Each member of the committee evaluated the applications forwarded by the national office 

and discussed their evaluations by email exchange.  Of the seven applicants, one was found to be 

ineligible by virtue of being a masters-level student.  The other six applicants were found to be eligible, 

presenting papers at the upcoming SciX conference, and otherwise deserving of support from SAS.  

Those six are: Willis Jones (Wake Forest U./Bradley Jones), Natascha Knowlton (U. Utah/Joel Harris), 

Craig McLean (U. Arkansas/Elizabeth Cowan, Ctr. Disease Control), Charles Paquet (UMKC/James Durig), 

Russell Putnam (U. Windsor/Steven Rehse), and Victoria Robideau (U. North Texas/Guido Verbeck),  We 

propose that each of the six applicants be supported at a level of $250.


