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VI-J-Section Affairs-SciX 2017 
 
SAS Regional, Technical, and Student Section Affairs, Report to the Executive Committee 
August 15, 2017 
 
Committee Chair: Rob Lascola 
Committee Members: Jacob Shelley, Jay Kitt 
 
Poehlman Award.  The Committee has selected the Cleveland Regional Section as the recipient of the 
2017 William J. Poehlman Award.  The award will be presented at the SAS Reception at SciX. 
 
New Sections.  At Pittcon, the Executive Committee approved the formation of the Purdue Student 
Section.  They have already participated in two outreach activities and hosted a speaker.  They are 
currently planning a symposium, tentatively titled “Symposium on Applied Spectroscopy and Photonics 
2017”, scheduled for September 16.  As of this writing, the program is still being organized, but already a 
number of outside speakers and student poster presenters have been confirmed.  The section is off to a 
great start! 
 
At Pittcon, we had several discussions with students from other universities about new section formation.  
Unfortunately, these have not developed further but may yet with additional effort and encouragement.  
Likewise, there has not been any change in status of technical or regional sections. 
 
Webinar update.  In late April, the New York section hosted a meeting in the Albany area and some of the 
organizers expressed an interest in having the seminar be available by webcast.  Unfortunately, we were 
not able to settle all of the technical details in time to have the webinar available and adequately 
advertised.  (Fortunately, the in-person attendance was good and the meeting was otherwise a success!)  
This experience highlights the need to have a set procedure for making webinars so that busy 
professionals and/or students will be able to set things up with as small a learning curve as necessary.  As 
part of its subscription with GoToMeeting, SAS has the ability to host meetings as a webinar with limited 
access for audio two-way communication but unlimited watching.  This service could be the basis for 
future work.  Early communication between the hosting section and a local IT person seems to be 
necessary to work out the problems ahead of time. 
 
Annual Report.  As mentioned in our previous report, we have developed a new Word-based form for the 
annual report.  A picture of the form is attached.  There is space for open-ended responses to questions 
(the text boxes in the Word document will expand to fit the text entered).  There is also space for new 
questions to be added, at the discretion of the EC.  We hope that this form will facilitate more 
nominations for the Poehlman Award. 
 
Previously identified activities.  To follow up on topics mentioned in the previous report:  (1) Updates to 
the Officers’ Handbook pertaining to this section will be prepared by the end of 2017.  Other items related 
to succession plans are ready.  (2) There seems to be have been good response from sections with respect 
to the submission of news items to the newsletter.  It’s likely that periodic calls and reminders will be 
necessary to keep the submission rate higher. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Regional, Technical, and Student Section Affairs Committee 
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