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It has been my pleasure to serve as SAS President over this past year.  SAS has been an integral part of
my professional life and it was my honor to be able to give back to the Society through this service.  

This year saw a major transition for the journal.  In July, Peter Griffiths took over the editorship of
Applied Spectroscopy.  He is being assisted quite ably by Editor Mike Blades with office assistance by
LeNelle McInturff, continued composition editing by Rebecca Airmet, and a fine cadre of members of the
Editorial Board.  The transition went extremely smoothly thanks to the help of Joel Harris and Paul
Farnsworth.  Not a beat was missed and journal production continues to move forward seamlessly.  I am
looking forward to seeing the new and exciting things that may come from the journal in the future.

We continue to strengthen our relationships with both PittCon and FACSS.  Thanks to the assistance of
John Jackovitz, SAS once again ran SAS‐organised symposia at PittCon.  These symposia were organized
by Debbie Bradshaw and John Chalmers.  We look forward to continuing this new tradition at PittCon
2010 with symposia organized by Larry Nafie and Paul Farnsworth. We need to be sure to recruit future
organizers and relevant topics so these symposia will be approved each year.  In addition, and thanks to
the efforts of Joel Harris, SAS will now be sponsoring a student poster session on Sunday at PittCon.  Our
efforts to expand our viability at FACSS have also continued and we are pleased to be sponsoring the
first SAS Day at FACSS at this meeting.  The response has been terrific and with any luck the success will
lead us to future SAS Days at upcoming FACSS meetings.                  

We have renewed our relationship with OSA with a three year extension to our original contract to offer
our journal to their subscribers.  This has proven to be a financial success for SAS and has broadened the
appeal of the journal.  

The 2009 Tour Speaker program went very well.  Plans for 2010 are already underway under the able
helm of Joe Caruso.  Speakers have been selected and sections will be able to schedule their tour in the
near term.  

The SAS membership voted positively this summer to change the name “local section” to “regional
section” to further enhance our international standing.  Thanks to John Chalmers for all his hard work in
getting this through.  

We are finally progressing with updating  the Society’s website.  Despite numerous glitches, including a
change in the programmers at the web company we are working with, we are now on track again. The
web site should be functional by the end of the year.   

Again, it has been my distinct pleasure to serve you as SAS president. Thank you to everyone who has
helped make my job easier and for helping SAS continue to serve its members the best way possible.   I
wish Fred LaPlant much success next year as president and look forward to continuing my service to SAS. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jon Carnahan


