
May 29, 2009

This is to document the SAS activity where Dr. Franz Geiger, Northwestern
University, visited the ASU campus on behalf of the Society for Applied Spectroscopy
(SAS) and the ASU student chapter of SAS. This event met part of the student chapter
mission by: (1) promoting awareness of spectroscopy among academic communities, (2)
serving as a means of communication and interaction between students, and (3)
broadening student insight into post graduation opportunities. 

Dr. Geiger gave a seminar talk on May 29, 2009 from 1-2 p.m. entitled “Making
Sense of DNA”. This highlighted the use of non linear optics in exploiting information
from DNA hybridization and atmospheric stereochemistry. It is estimated that roughly 30
people attended the event, mostly from the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
Prior to the seminar, lunch was arranged with the student SAS members and the guest
speaker. This provided an opportunity for an informal interaction with the speaker where
the students could gain from the knowledge and insight of various things. The cost of
lunch was covered by the attending members ($5/person). Additionally, Dr. Geiger was
able to visit with 5 faculty members in individual meetings during his visit promoting
communication amongst applied spectroscopy.

The ASU student chapter of SAS is incredibly thankful for Dr. Geiger’s
willingness to participate and interest in the above experiences. Without him none of this
event would have been possible. These experiences enhanced the quality of student
spectroscopy and met many the objectives of the chapter. We look forward similar
opportunities in the future and continuing our involvement. 

Sincerely,

Noah Weiss
President, SAS Student Chapter
Arizona State University


