
Membership Coordinator’s Report - September 2009 
 
The membership committee met during PittCon 2009 on Tuesday, March 10th (7:30 to 9:00 AM, Hyatt 
Regency Chicago – Dusable Room); those in attendance were Michelle Meighan, Mike Carrabba, Pavel 
Matousek, Bonnie Saylor, Debbie Bradshaw, John Chalmers, Fred LaPlant, Jon Carnahan, David Heaps, 
David Butcher, Paul Bourassa, and Gloria Story.  The agenda included a review of the plans for the “Day 
at the Races” members-only event at FACSS 2009 (Bonnie and Debbie), an update on our new UK 
regional section (Pavel), and a progress report on our new website (Jim de Haseth sent a report).   
 
Day at the Races Members-only Event:  This will be a free event for the first 100 members to sign up 
with bus transportation from the hotel (10:45 AM) to the Triple Crown room at Churchill Downs, a 3-
hour buffet (noon to 3) of sandwiches, salads, and side dishes, 4-hour open bar (noon to 4), and horse 
racing programs (a member may pay for a guest to attend, as space permits).  The size of the party was 
determined by the venue as well as costs.  An initial email test of the members revealed over 70 members 
is interested.  FACSS has accommodated our event by organizing meetings as well as the Sunday 
mixer/poster session around our timing.  Advertising to members was accomplished via the membership 
email list (Victor), the Spectrum Newsletter (David), flyers at SAS and Coblentz 2009 PittCon booths, as 
well as the FACSS 2009 preliminary program. 
 
UK Regional Section:  Pavel reported that work on creating our new section is moving forward.  There 
are several hurdles to address on how to handle financial and indemnity issues outside the US.  Some 
adjustments to procedures and the Constitution and Bylaws may be in order to facilitate creating a non-
US SAS section.  The work done now (led by Bonnie, Pavel, Paul, and David H.), will be a major step 
forward for the Society in increasing our active membership in the UK and pave the way for other non-US 
regional sections. 
 
Our New Website:  Jim provided a progress report on our new website design.  Each member of the 
Society will have a profile that they can edit (addresses, email, passwords, etc.).  If the cost can be kept 
reasonable, the ability to pay online is planned.  Access to the Member Directory will be handled with 
permissions set by the administrator and it will be searchable by several category types.  Information 
about current and past officers, committee members, and award winners will also be available.  The 
Membership committee looks forward to being beta testers. 
 
Previously reported, our chair-elect, Fred LaPlant, established our latest member benefit, a SAS members-
only group within the cyber space world of “LinkedIn”.  As of this writing, there are 242 linked 
members.  There have been some memorable discussions on new SAS t-shirt designs, the rationale behind 
descriptions of IR and Raman band intensities, and the passing of a dear member, colleague, and friend, 
Bill Fateley.  That is a discussion you want to check out.  Mike Epstein posted a URL with some great 
photos, including the infamous grass skirt costume at the Anaheim FACSS meeting.  Contact Fred to get 
“linked”. 
  
I would like to welcome my new committee members, Tina Battaglia and Mary Kate Donais, and thank 
Mike Carrabba and Pavel Matousek for their service.  Mike’s excellent membership drives at the FACSS 
vendor opening mixers has been terrific and Pavel’s efforts to pave the way for our first non-US regional 
section has been outstanding!  Our outgoing student rep, Michelle Meighan, has done a wonderful job and 
I thank her for all her great ideas.  The good news is she’ll be working with David Heaps in Local Section 
Affairs, so she’ll still be on the team!  I look forward to working with our newly-elected student rep, 
John-David McElderry.  Welcome John-David! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gloria Story 


