
Dear SAS Executive Committee:

The awards committee has selected Larissa Finn and Arindam Ganguly as the winners of the
2009 Graduate Student Awards. We had an excellent and large group of candidates to consider
and the choices were not easy. We would have loved to give more than two awards this year.
The list of candidates was impressive and overall their work is as worthy as the two winners.

We independently considered and weighted many factors. Each committee member found many
strong candidates. We examined the scope, difficulty, and novelty of each research problem and
its potential impact, the research vision and probability that the student’s work will serve as a
foundation for future work or open a new arena, a general assessment of each student’s overall
demonstrated abilities, and their presentation and publication records, including the quality of
the journal or venue, the magnitude of the work, and the number of communications. The
strength of the recommendation letters and the writer’s relationship to the student also were
considered. While it was helpful to see leadership skills and community service orientation,
these were not heavily weighted for an award focused on outstanding research in spectroscopy. 

With Arindam Ganguly and Larissa Finn, we felt that their research was not only thorough, but
will have a large impact on their fields. They showed remarkable energy in getting their work
into print and making oral presentations at significant meetings. They demonstrated energy and
independent thinking in pursuing their research goals. While they might not have been the clear
winners in each criterion given the strength of the applicant pool, taken collectively, Larissa and
Arindam were the strongest candidates. Each committee member independently placed them
near or at the top of their list. Though it took us several passes to narrow our lists, we had little
trouble reaching agreement.

Congratulations to the winners and the other excellent nominees.

Regards, 

SAS Awards Committee Members

Nancy L. Jestel

Karen Esmonde-White

John F. Jackovitz


