
Report to SAS on FACSS meetings attended during the 
PittCon meeting in Chicago, 7 March - 12 March, 2009.

During the PittCon meeting in Chicago, the following FACSS organisational
meetings were attended:

1. FACSS Long range planning (LRP), Sunday 8 March, 15:00-17:00
2. FACSS Planning committee meeting, Monday 9 March, 10:30-12:00.
3. FACSS Governing Board (GB) Meeting, Thursday 2 October, 12:00-14:30.

1. Some outcomes/comments/notes from the LRP Committee meeting:

1. Membership & Topics: FACSS is still looking closely at expanding its
member societies/interest groups. As part of its aim to grow ‘Separation
Science’ involvement, two gradient electrophoresis sessions will be
introduced in Louisville (2009). Two LIBS sessions will also feature. There
will be a ‘new’ session on Quantum Cascade Lasers.

2. Finances: FACSS considers itself financially sound at the moment, with
reserves sufficient enough to meet the commitments for a last-minute
cancellation of a future meeting.

3. Students: Very positive feedback had been received from the student
community attending the Reno meeting (Fall 2008) that they were housed in
the main conference hotel with the regular delegates, and that the social (Gala)
event was all inclusive in the registration. This added to their feeling of being
“a part of the meeting” and their ability to interact both formally and
informally with the regular delegates. FACSS should bear this in mind for
future meetings.        
   There was some small discussion about the use of ‘surplus funds’ for
subsidising students in the conference hotel.    
It was commented also that for 4-hours of help time ‘student volunteers’ can
gain a complimentary registration. The details are on the FACSS web site, see:
https://facss.org/facss/conference_students.php, they read:

4. “
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for student volunteers at the FACSS
Conference. In exchange for 4 hours of your time, you can receive a complimentary
conference registration. Call the FACSS Office at (505) 820-1648 if you would like to
help or email facss@facss.org” 

5. Maybe this is something that could be usefully brought to the attention of any
SAS students intending to attend FACSS?

6. Site selection: The plan for future meetings is:
2009 Louisville
2010 Raleigh
2011 Reno
2012 Kansas City
2013 “wild card”
2014 Reno (with let-out clause if 2011 proves ‘disappointing’)    

FACSS feels more comfortable now with taking a chance (“wild card”) on a



venue every 3-5 years, and one venue mentioned was Puerto Rico, venues in
Canada were mentioned also for this slot. 

7. LRP committee structure: There was some discussion about the LRP, its
structure and its role; the LRP committee has been in operation now for about
3-5 years, during which time it had added harmony and value as enabling
“more healthy conferences”, “adjusting the roles of EC members”, and
“removing conflicts”. Maybe the real role of the LRP should now become
more ‘visionary’; at the next meeting (FACSS 2009) it was proposed that a
pre-Governing Board meeting be held to discuss this issue.   

8. Renaming of the Conference: Again there was some considerable discussion
around this, since the meeting was now 35 years old, but the conference had
never actually been named! Many suggestions had been proposed, but none as
yet had sparked wide enthusiasm; whatever is chosen, say, for example,
“Analytical Sciences”, this will be followed by “brought to you by FACSS”.
The rebranding must be inclusive and attract widely chromatographers,
electrochemists, as well as spectroscopists, and it should be seen to be
‘international’. There was some discussion as to whether FACSS should use a
marketing company to suggest an inclusive name/rebrand.

9. Surplus: The ‘surplus fund’ (see previous reports) was ca. 100,000 USD. 
Some concern was expressed about allocating this surplus for use to member
societies during the current global economic crisis. Further discussion was
held over until the GB meeting later in the week.        

2.  Notes from the Planning Committee Meetings:

Louisville (2009):
1. The social event will again be an all-inclusive Gala; its theme will reflect the

Kentucky Derby.
2. With the economic downturn, the meeting will seek to retain quality, but be

responsible if suffering because of the economic situation. Generally,
budgeting had been fairly frugal, so hopefully all will be OK. There is
however significant concern on exhibitor and delegate numbers.  

3. The program will feature 70-72 technical sessions. 
Raleigh (2010):

1. Dave Butcher, the General Chair, noted that in recent years FACSS attendance
had been about 850, with 15-20% international, and ca. 20% ‘local’. Dave felt
locally there was a large pool of potential delegates, so he would also promote
this also as a ‘local event’   

2. The venue will be the Raleigh Convention Centre; the hotel will be the
adjoining Marriott hotel. It is ca. a 45 USD cab ride from the airport to the
hotel (about 10-15 miles). There is also a super-shuttle service. There was
some discussion about the possibility of laying on a shuttle service for
delegates at peak times on Sunday and Thursday.

3. Society for Applied Spectroscopy (SAS) would like to host a lunch for its
Meggers Award speakers.

 3. Notes from the GB Meeting:
(This does not include items already covered above, unless additional facts are

relevant.)



1. The nominees following were elected:
a. GB Chair (2012-2013) Ian Lewis
b. General Chair (2011) Greg Klunder
c. Program Chair (2011) Pavel Matousek
d. Secretary (2010-2011) Chris Palmer
e. Treasurer (2010-2012) Scott McGeorge 

2. The GB Chair, Gary Brewer, reported on a successful FACSS 2008 meeting in
Reno, at which there were 835 attendees, which was good considering the
state of the economy (Memphis 2007 had 857). New sessions on
Archaeometry, VCD, and Food Forensics had featured and been well
attended. There were 82 participants in the workshops (62 in Memphis). A
surplus of around 75,000 USD was anticipated.

            Two particular concerns were: (i) the need to address the
significant number of ‘no-show’ poster presenters each year, and (ii) the need
for section chairs to be more disciplined in keeping to the scheduled times.

        FACSS short course cost have been expensive by
comparison with EAS and IFPAC. 

 The surplus from the meeting is expected to be ca.
75,000 USD. (Budget was ca. 25,000 USD). 

3. The Treasurer reported that the finances were in good shape. The 5-year
average running costs of a FACSS meeting is ca. 360,000 USD.          
There was then some considerable discussion and argument about the
disbursement of the Surplus Fund to FACSS’ member societies, see previous
reports, most particularly about whether, because of the current global
economic crisis, now was an optimum time for this to happen. It was raised
that the liabilities that FACSS should consider was not just the cost of one-
cancelled meeting but contractual costs for venues booked beyond that.
Postponement for one year was tabled. A majority vote opted for postponing a
decision about the allocation of the surplus fund until FACSS’ next meeting in
Louisville later in 2009, at which a reassessment of its full liabilities will be
discussed, the Reno meeting accounts will have been audited, and the actual
effect of the economic downturn may be better evident.  
Next meeting, attrition measures in place: the Exhibit Chair expressed key
concerns for 2009, and had scaled back space, but held room for expansion,
and the hotel room block has already been reduced. 
The Raleigh (2010) budget has been set at -0.4%. 

The next FACSS GB meeting will take place in Thursday 22 October 2009 during the
FACSS 2009 meeting in Louisville. 

John Chalmers, Jon Carnahan, Fred LePlant. October 2009.


