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The SAS values the development of its student members, and this support is
demonstrated by the plethora of activities available for students.  For example, this past March in
Chicago at Pittcon 2009, SAS hosted a student event at Exchequer Pizza Parlor.  There was a
great turnout—nearly 30 students attended from several different universities. Some of the
students even attended from international universities.  It was a terrific opportunity for the
students to network with one another and members of the Executive Committee.  Additionally,
the informal atmosphere allows students to openly express opinions and give suggestions to
improve upon the events, as well as enables EC members to continue to generate excitement
about starting student chapters.  

An exciting new development for Pittcon is the introduction of an SAS Sunday night
poster session, similar to the event at FACSS.  It is very exciting to have the opportunity to have
another student-oriented event, especially at a conference as large as Pittcon, which many
students have noted how easy it is to “get lost in the crowd.”

In addition, FACSS always presents several opportunities for students to develop both
professionally and personally.  SAS is hosting its student poster competition Sunday night,
October 18, to both encourage interaction among students and to reward exceptional research. 
SAS is also holding its Monday night student event at Fourth Street Live.  This venue provides a
relaxed atmosphere to engage students of different schools as well as introduce them to some
members of the Society.  Again, it also acts as an excellent forum to promote our student
chapters.

SAS student chapters are also developing well as several universities are proceeding with
the establishment of their own chapters.  The Arizona State University chapter was able to bring
in SAS tour speaker Dr. Franz Geiger to conclude the 2008-2009 academic year, and the group
has some other exciting events planned for the upcoming academic year.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to making my tenure as
student representative a success.  First, to Bonnie Saylor who has truly been helping me every
step of the way to make all of the student events a success.  Thanks also to Victor Hutchinson for
all of his support and help, especially in distributing all of the event flyers.  I would also like to
thank the 2008 and 2009 SAS Executive Committees, especially presidents John Chalmers and
Jon Carnahan, for all of their support, as well as Dave Heaps, who has been instrumental in the
success of the new student chapters.  In addition, I would like to thank Mike Carrabba for all of
his efforts in recruiting and generating sponsors for students at the FACSS opening reception.   I
truly appreciate everyone’s support and encouragement, and I wish the best of luck to John-
David during his term.


